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The Path of Repentance 


HE WAY TO HEAVEN is not an easy one. 

There are rough roads and steep hills to 
climb. The Path of Repentance is the first and 
one of the hardest! 

It is hard to find, and it is hard to walk in. 

There have been many strong men who have 
sought it in vain, and many who have found it 
too hard for them, and turned away from it. 

Esau, we are told, “found no place for repent- 
ance, though he sought it carefully with tears.” 

Esau had despised nis BIRTHRIGHT and the 
Grace of God, which belonged to that birthright. 
You have a birthright, too! The gifts of God in 
Christ. Think what a terrible thing it is to despise 
and make light of God’s grace. 

BUT WHAT IS REPENTANCE? 

To be sorry for our sin. Is that it? No. You may 
be very full of sorrow on account of your sins, 
and yet never repent. 

“The sorrow of the world worketh death.” 

Think of what that means! The sorrow of the 
world. It is sorrow which thinks only of the world. 


THE LIBRARY 
THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. JOHN THE DIVINE 


CATHEDRAL fie cet 3 
NEW YORK 25. NI. ae 


Your sin has brought you into trouble; it has 
caused misery in your home; it has separated you 
from friends, or perhaps it has ruined your health 
and your prospects. 

You are sorry, very sorry, that you did those 
things which brought so much misery. It is the 
shame, the misery, the ruin, which trouble you, 
not the sin; and so to put away the thought of 
your sorrow, you sin again. Your sin brings fresh 
sorrow, and your sorrow leads to fresh sin, until 
you reap the wages of sin, which is death. 

SORROW, THEN, IS NOT REPENTANCE. But there 
is a kind of sorrow which leads to Repentance. 

“Godly sorrow worketh Repentance.”—2 Cor. 
vii, 10. What is that? Surely it is sorrow not be- 
cause you have suffered, but because you have 
grieved God your Heavenly Father. 

The love of Christ draws us to love Him. The 
love of Christ within us is the root of all true 
repentance. 

BUT WE ASKED—WHAT IS REPENTANCE? It is a 
complete change of mind about sin, which leads 
to a change of life. “I abhor myself and repent in 
dust and ashes.” “Against Thee, Thee only have 
I sinned, and done this evil in Thy sight.” When 
once you can look at every sin as done against a 
loving, tender Saviour, and abhor the sin because 
it grieves Him, you will have learned what truce 
repentance is. 

YOU CANNOT LOVE SIN ANY MORE. The light of 
the Cross has shown you what it is; you have 
learned to hate it, and to confess it with deep 
CONTRITION of heart. 


REPENTANCE looks back at the past and seeks to 
make REPARATION. You have spoken harshly and 
unjustly of your neighbor: you must own it, and 
seek forgiveness. You have defrauded your neigh- 
bor, it may be in a little matter: you must make 
restitution and own your fault. It is very hum- 
bling, but you must do it, and when the HUMILIA- 
TION is past you will have THE Jor—the joy which 
comes from the earthly forgiveness, but far more, 
that deeper and more abiding joy which comes 
from forgiveness of God. 

It was this which the Psalmist experienced when 
he wrote “I said, I will confess my sins unto the 
Lord, and lo! Thou forgavest the wickedness of 
my sin.” 

BUT REPENTANCE LOOKS ON INTO THE FUTURE. 
It remembers the “wormwood and the gall” 
(Lam. iii., 19; Jer. ix., 15), the bitterness of sin, 
and watches day by day, striving for AMENDMENT 
of life. 

The cry of the Penitent is that of the Psalmist 
—‘“Search me, O God, and know my heart; try 
me and know my thoughts, and see if there be 
any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way 
everlasting.” 

He wants to know the worst of himself; to lay 
bare all his sins before God. There is a fountain 
open for sin and for uncleanness, and he cries, 
“Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
Make me to hear of joy and gladness, that the 
bones which Thou hast broken may rejoice.” 

Oh, seek to make this prayer your own. 

Repentance is a hard path to tread, but as you 
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climb up it, you will get bright glimpses of God’s 
love to cheer you. 

It will lead you to the Cleansing Fountain, 
opened on the Cross of Calvary, where you may 
wash and be clean! 

It will lead you on still higher to the Fountains 
of Living Water, where you shall hear of joy and 
gladness, and be refreshed and strengthened to go 
on your way rejoicing. 

It will lead you still higher till you catch the 
Angels’ song of welcome and see your Saviour 
face to face. The roughness of the path, the toil, 
the humiliation, will all be forgotten in the full- 
ness of that Eternal Joy. 


Copies of this Tract may be had from Holy Cross 
Press, West Park, N. Y., at $1.50 per Hundred. Cash 
with order. Minimum order 25 copies 4oc. 
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